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It was no joke, for not to talk of him, too drunk
even to hold on to the boat, I was a poor swimmer,
and in the deep and cold lake water should never
have reached the shore swimming, and I found my-
self obliged to menace violence. I raised the steer-
ing paddle over his head and assured him with a
savageness that reached even his drunken brain,
that I should knock him on the head and pitch him
overboard if he did not keep perfectly quiet. There
was imminent danger, for the slight boat of that
region requires to be treated with the care of a bark
canoe, and the menace cowed him so that he quieted
down, and watched me like a whipped dog. I tried
to get the bottle away from him, but his drunken
cunning anticipated me and he put it far behind
him, now and then taking a mouthful of rum to
keep down the burning. Thus, he pulling and I
guiding the oars, we ran through the lower lake,
seven miles, to a fe carry," where the boat had to be
lifted out and carried over into the river above,
around a waterfall. Here I fortunately caught the
bottle and sent it down the lake, and we kbored on
through another lake, three miles, and up a crooked
river to another carry into the third lake, on which
we lived. He was too drunk still to be trusted any
further, and, leaving the boat at the landing with
him beside it, I carried the load over and waited for
him to get sober. After an interval, long enough
I thought for him to grow sober enough to carry
the boat, I went back and to my amazement he met
me, apparently in his right mind, intensely indig-would come after. He had afully appreciatehed to devote myself.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